“Wade Davis is a true wayfinder, and these essays offer
w insight into his visionary approach to culture, landscape, and
the planet he loves as fiercely as any writer working today.”

A TIMELY AND PROVOCATIVE
COLLECTION FROM ONE
OF THE FOREMOST THINKERS

WADE DAVIs served as Explorer-in-
Residence at the National Geographic
Society from 2000-2013 and is cur-
rently Professor of Anthropology at
the University of British Columbia.
His twenty-four books, published in
twenty-three languages, include the
international bestsellers The Serpent
and the Rainbow, One River, The Way-
finders, and Into the Silence, winner of
the 2012 Samuel Johnson Prize, the
top nonfiction award in the English
language.

GREYSTONE BOOKS
greystonebooks.com
Jacket design by Jessica Sullivan
Author photo by Adam Dillon
Printed in Canada on rsc® certified paper
Ebook also available

“Wade Davis has a gift x \F .
for saying the unsayable.
He's a fearless explorer in
the intellectual world, as in the
physical. His refusal to embrace
conventional wisdom on climate
change, for example, and instead
think through the issue for himself,
is a model of independent thinking.
Even when | disagree with Wade,
as with some of his bleak comments
about the United States, I'm grateful
for his voice. We usuadlly live on
the surface of ideas when we talk
about issues such as war and racism;
Wade takes us far deeper.”

DAVID IGNATIUS, Washington Post
foreign affairs columnist

“These deeply felt essays swim
wide oceans of diverse culture and
thought. With wisdom and surefooted
research, Davis shows us how
understanding other ways of being
can open the gates of justice.”

GRETEL EHRLICH, author of
The Solace of Open Spaces and Unsolaced
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“Wade Davis is a master of the essay
form, bringing a life of exploration,
travel, reflection, and experience
together in a bracing synthesis. ..

The essay on climate change is simply
the best thing I've read on the subject.”

MICHAEL IGNATIEFF, author of
On Consolation

“Terrific, eloquent, beautifully written
and synthesized history. Your eye
lands on the terrors with cold fury.”
JANN WENNER, founder of Rolling Stone

“Davis is in a league of his own.
It's an exhilarating, magisterial essay.”

AMOL RAJAN, sec media editor,
citation for “The Unraveling of America,”
first runner-up, Bertrand Russell Prize

“Wade Davis has the ability to

look beneath the surface of what
he observes, offering insights and
interpretations that are invariably
inspiring and bold. The breadth of
his knowledge and the range of his
curiosity are wondrous.”

ANDREW WEIL, bestselling author
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JOHN VAILLANT, author of Fire Weather

NEW AND SELECTED ESSAYS

OF OUR TIME

THE EssAys in this collection came
about during the unhurried months
when one who had traveled incessantly
was obliged to stay still, even as events
flared on all sides in a world that never
stops moving. Addressing themes from
war and race to mountains, plants,
climate, exploration, the promise of
youth, and the essence of the sacred,
Wade Davis sees the world through an
anthropological lens, revealing with
rare insight what lies beneath the sur-
face of things, allowing us to see, and to
seek, the wisdom of the middle way, a
perspective of promise and hope that all
of the essays in this collection aspire to
convey.

Among the most notable is “The
Unraveling of America,” first published
in Rolling Stone, where it attracted five
million readers, generating 362 million
social media impressions and sparking
media interest in twenty-three nations
while becoming one of the most influ-
ential essays of the era.
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